[DATE]

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Boxer:

Thank you for your leadership in crafting comprehensive, economy-wide legislation that addresses the critical issue of climate change.  We are writing to ask you to include robust funding for clean transportation above the House level in this forthcoming Senate climate legislation. We believe strongly that a significant increase in transportation funding over the amount provided in the America Climate and Energy Security Act of 2009 (ACESA, H.R. 2454) is necessary in order to meet climate goals and provide Americans with low-cost, low-emission transportation choices. We support Senators Arlen Specter and Tom Carper’s efforts to increase funding for clean transportation through CLEAN-TEA (S. 575), legislation that would dedicate 10 percent of a climate bill’s revenues to the transportation sector. 

The transportation sector is the fastest growing source of national greenhouse gas emissions, and the second largest single source, responsible for more than one-third of overall emissions. It’s even a bigger problem here in California where transportation accounts for 38% of emissions, and this number is higher still in the Bay Area and Southern California. Clearly, the transportation sector must be held accountable for its fair share of emissions reductions if we are to meet our climate targets.

Investing in transportation choices is also a way to create jobs and provide Californians with economic relief. The average American who lives in an area that’s walkable and served by transit spends only 9% of their income on transportation, while a person living in an area that requires driving spends more than 25%. Low-carbon transportation projects also create well paying, green jobs, which is especially important in today’s economic climate.

Despite California’s landmark policies to reduce fuel carbon content and improve vehicle efficiency, state leaders understand that increased rates of driving threaten to overwhelm these technological gains. The State of California recently adopted a groundbreaking and innovative law, SB 375, which links transportation funding with adopted land use and housing that will achieve ambitious reductions in global warming pollution. SB 375 is designed to help Californians drive less, make our communities more walkable and healthy, and ultimately reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation. Federal climate legislation should complement California’s efforts by providing a strong federal commitment to reducing transportation emissions. This will ensure that California’s communities have the resources and support they need to meet state targets. We commend your inclusion of sections 112 and 113 of the legislation that seeks to expand on the successful SB 375 model to other communities across the country to set and meet ambitious transportation emission reduction targets.

The House-passed American Climate and Energy Security Act of 2009 allows for a maximum of 1 percent of its revenues toward clean transportation. Given the significant contribution that the transportation sector makes to greenhouse gas emissions and our country’s oil dependence, this level of funding is inadequate. Additional funding is needed to provide state, regional, and local governments with the resources necessary to complete and implement these plans, especially in the current context of strained state and local budgets.  This is especially important for California communities that will soon start working to implement SB 375.  

We appreciate your leadership on this issue, as expressed in the hearing you held in July in the Environment and Public Works committee on transportation’s role in climate change.  We strongly agree with your comments that investing in cleaner transportation choices will help not only reduce emissions, but will also make our families and communities healthier. 

Thank you again for your leadership and for addressing transportation policy in your draft bill. We look forward to working with you to build a more sustainable, energy-efficient transportation future for the state and the country.

Sincerely, 
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