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Executive Director’s Report



September 29, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Worst-Case Budget Scenario Comes to Pass; In “Good News” Dept., Governor Acts Positively on Transit Bills:  As was widely feared, the Governor used his line-item veto power to cut an additional $100 million from the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program in the process of finalizing the 2008-09 State Budget. The action slashed total STA funding to $306 million, theoretically the same amount allocated in the 2007-08 Budget. See our September 23 Funding Update for details. Meanwhile, the Governor has taken action on a number of transit-related bills that were passed by the Legislature this session, including signing AB 37 (Duvall), which expands existing design-build authority for transit projects, and signing AB 2321 (Feuer), which will permit Los Angeles County voters to have their say on proposed increases in transit funding. The Governor has until tomorrow (September 30) to act on all bills passed by the Legislature this year.
Transit Capital Summit Set for October 16 in Sacramento: I’m pleased to announce the first-ever event co-hosted by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) and the California Transit Association. Our Transit Capital Summit will explore whether the State’s current system for funding transit capital projects needs or can be rationalized. Mark your calendars now for Thursday, October 16, 2008, and come to Sacramento, where the Association and the CTC will bring together state agencies, legislative staff, transit systems, and regional agencies to review the current transit capital funding system, and discuss how to rationalize the processes and procedures going forward. Click here to register, or here to view the preliminary program.
Home-to-School, Regional Center Issues Explored:  Last week, the Association’s Operations Committee met with experts in the areas of home-to-school transportation funding and regional center transportation funding in an attempt to gain a better understanding of these programs. The aim of this committee is to seek a possible way to rationalize funding between these two transportation areas and public transit funding. For more information please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org.

VTA and CHP Collaborate on Logbook Innovation:  Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority recently had a productive meeting with the California Highway Patrol, facilitated by Assemblymember John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) regarding an ongoing logbook inspection issue. CHP accepted VTA’s proposal to implement computer technology for logbook recording. This implementation will be initiated over the next couple of months and will ultimately allow a better working relationship between CHP and VTA over this issue. For more information please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org.
APTA Conference Coming to San Diego Next Week:  The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) Annual Conference and Expo is slated for October 6-8 in San Diego. Highlights include a Public Transportation Summit with Senator Barbara Boxer, and a special session focusing on California Public Transportation. Click here to learn more, or to register.

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

“Early Bird” Deadline Approaching for Fall Conference Registration:  Register by October 17 to take advantage of “early bird” benefits for the upcoming Fall Conference in Monterey. Co-hosted by the California Transit Association and the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT), “California’s Public and Community Transportation Conference and EXPO” is slated for November 4-7. Don’t miss out on Keynote Speaker Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.; the EXPO, featuring an indoor tradeshow and outdoor bus display; some three dozen educational sessions, including “Funding Transit’s Future – Reauthorization and Beyond”; a Tech Tour of Monterey-Salinas Transit’s Marina Transit Exchange; dinner at the world famous Monterey Bay Aquarium; the Frank J. Lichtanski Memorial Scholarship Fund golf tournament; and networking opportunities to exchange ideas with colleagues and catch up with old friends. Click here to view the preliminary agenda and registration packet.
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By Joshua W. Shaw

www.caltransit.org // p. 916.446.4656 // f. 916-446-4318 


