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Executive Director’s Report



September 22, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Legislature Passes Final Budget Plan; Transit Funding Still on the Chopping Block:  In response to the Governor’s threat to veto the budget package they had passed three days earlier, both houses of the Legislature convened late Friday and passed a new version of the spending plan that the Governor is expected to sign tomorrow. Just as in the earlier version, the new agreement includes $406 million for the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program, which represents a reduction from the $559 million that was approved by the Budget Conference Committee in early July. The Governor, however, is expected to blue-pencil the STA allocation down to $306 million, the amount included in all three budget proposals put forth by the Administration this year. Consequently, only $306 million out of roughly $2 billion in transit revenues will remain for traditional transit purposes. We urge you immediately contact the Governor’s office and urge him to preserve transit funding at the level included in the Legislature’s budget.  Click here to see the letter signed by Executive Committee Chair Michael Burns that was sent to the Governor’s office on Friday.
Transit Capital Summit Set for October 16 in Sacramento: I’m pleased to announce the first-ever event co-hosted by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) and the California Transit Association. Our Transit Capital Summit will explore whether the State’s current system for funding transit capital projects needs or can be rationalized. Mark your calendars now for Thursday, October 16, 2008, and come to Sacramento, where the Association and the CTC will bring together state agencies, legislative staff, transit systems, and regional agencies to review the current transit capital funding system, and discuss how to rationalize the processes and procedures going forward. Click here to register, or here to view the preliminary program.
National Program Targets Ways to Cut Fuel Costs:  With escalating fuel prices adding to the difficulties facing public transit providers, the Community Transportation Association of America has launched an innovative program to address the challenge. This new opportunity to control energy costs, dubbed the “Community Transportation Energy Management Initiative,” is the product of several months of negotiations with Fleet Cards USA. The program offers opportunities and guidance on everything from saving on fuel purchases to capital programs to help build fueling facilities. While the program targets small operators who don’t have their own fueling facilities, the initiative holds potential benefits for transit agencies of every size.  Click here for more information.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

“Early Bird” Deadline Approaching for Fall Conference Registration:  Register by October 17 to take advantage of “early bird” benefits for the upcoming Fall Conference in Monterey. Co-hosted by the California Transit Association and the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT), “California’s Public and Community Transportation Conference and EXPO” is slated for November 4-7. Don’t miss out on Keynote Speaker Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.; the EXPO, featuring an indoor tradeshow and outdoor bus display; some three dozen educational sessions, including “Funding Transit’s Future – Reauthorization and Beyond”; a Tech Tour of Monterey-Salinas Transit’s Marina Transit Exchange; dinner at the world famous Monterey Bay Aquarium; the Frank J. Lichtanski Memorial Scholarship Fund golf tournament; and networking opportunities to exchange ideas with colleagues and catch up with old friends. Click here to view the preliminary agenda and registration packet.

Small Operator’s Awards Program Opens for Nominations:  Small Operators Committee Chair Austin O’Dell (Transit Services Manager, Santa Maria Transit) recently announced the opening of nominations for the annual Small Operators Awards. There are two awards categories: Transit Leadership and Transit Excellence. The Leadership category is not limited to a Small Operator. Click here to download the nomination form. Deadline for nominations is October 7. If you have questions about the program, please contact Meetings and Membership Director Mary Zavislan (mzavislan@caltransit.org).
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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