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Executive Director’s Report



August 11, 2008
STATE UPDATE
More Ugly Rumors Emanating from the Capitol:  Rumors abound that, while suspension of Proposition 42 and 1A may be off of the table, the Conference Committee’s restoration of funding for the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program may be in serious jeopardy. The Conference Committee proposed a $559 million appropriation for STA. As you may recall, the Governor originally proposed to fund STA at $306 million in his May Revision. Cutting the STA Program back to that level would result in a $253 million reduction and $1.4 billion overall diverted from transit this year if that cut is accepted by the “Big 5.”  It also cuts into the traditional base funding for the program. Meanwhile, our campaign to combat the rumored raid on Prop 42 funding continues, via both our alliance with a coalition of 45 organizations representing transportation, local government, planners and trade groups, and through transit-specific efforts of our own. Association Communications Director Jeff Wagner has distributed a customizable Op-Ed article for placement in local print media to the Primary Contacts and media relations specialists at our member agencies. Contact Jeff at jeff@caltransit.org if you’ve yet to receive this. The article recently appeared under my byline on the influential California Progress Report website. That website also recently featured an adamant rejection of any Prop 42 suspension by Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata. We urge you to immediately communicate with your legislators the need to preserve Proposition 42 AND STA funds for transit and transportation purposes, and to stress that the Conference Committee budget plan is the only proposal on the table that makes sense for public transit.
Energy Commission to Review Alternative Fuel Program Guidelines:  The California Energy Commission’s Transportation Committee is conducting a workshop today to review draft regulatory language for the Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program established by Assembly Bill 118 (Núñez, Chapter 750, Statutes of 2007). The legislation authorizes the Energy Commission to spend approximately $120 million per year for over seven years to develop and deploy innovative technologies that transform California's fuel and vehicle types to help attain the state's climate change policies. This workshop will include discussion on the language needed to provide guidance and clarity for the definitions and parameters of the Program. Click here for more information on this workshop. The workshop will be webcast.

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

State Public Transit Partnerships Conference:  I attended this two-day conference last week. Co-sponsored by the American Public Transportation Association, Community Transportation Association of America, and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, the meeting brings together state transit association executive directors from around the country, and their state department of transportation counterparts with transit portfolios. APTA asked me to moderate and present on a panel of speakers looking at state-level climate change policies. I addressed California’s AB 32.
Google Transit: I was recently asked by the Governor’s Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to meet with staff from Google and Caltrans. Google is working with interested transit agencies to feed transit route and schedule data to the Google Maps function. Please contact Google’s Jessica Wei, Strategic Partner Development, (jwei@google.com).
Climate Change the Focus of Association’s Next Webinar:  Our next webinar presentation will take a look at current developments with regard to AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, and what it means for public transit. Among the invited presenters are Kurt Karperos of the California Air Resources Board, as well as Val Menotti of BART and Tim Papandreou of Los Angeles County Metro – two association members who have been actively tracking the evolution of the AB 32 Scoping Plan and the work of the Land Use Subgroup of the Climate Action Team (LUSCAT).  Mark your calendars for September 3 at 2 p.m. and plan on taking part.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES (cont.)
Task Force Issues “Federal Reauthorization Principles”:  Following several months of deliberations, the Association's Federal Reauthorization Task Force has issued its recommendations regarding the development of an advocacy platform for the Association to pursue in coming negotiations at the national level. Chaired by Richard Bacigalupo of the Orange County Transportation Authority, the task force adopted a set of “Federal Reauthorization Principles" that address 12 overarching priorities and 12 program/regulatory issues. This document was approved in concept by the Executive Committee at its July 18 meeting. The Association now seeks input and review from members at large. In order to help produce a final set of principles by the time of APTA’s yearly meeting in September, please submit your comments to Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means (sabrina@caltransit.org) no later than THIS FRIDAY, August 15.
Network, Learn, and Discover…What’s New in California Transit:  Click here to view our new “mini brochure” highlighting agenda events and educational offerings at the California’s Public & Community Transportation Conference & EXPO, presented jointly by CalACT and the California Transit Association, November 4-7, 2008. Who’s exhibiting this year? Click here to view available and sold booth locations. Prime locations and sponsorship opportunities are selling quickly. Contact Membership & Meetings Director Mary Zavislan, (916) 446-4656, xt. 1017, or sign up online (www.caltransit.org or www.calact.org).
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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes Available Online:  Minutes from the last Executive Committee meeting, held July 18 in Burbank, are available for viewing online. Executive Committee conference calls continue every other Wednesday during the current State budget crisis (with the next one scheduled for August 13) at 1:30 p.m. The next Executive Committee meeting takes place September 11in San Francisco (precise time and location TBD).












By Joshua W. Shaw
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