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Executive Director’s Report



July 7, 2008
STATE UPDATE
CalACT Postcard Campaign Still Going Strong:  The postcard campaign organized by the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT) is still going strong, with nearly 30,000 postcards having been delivered to transit agencies across the state. The cards provide a quick and succinct means for conveying our message to legislators and other decision makers (click here to view the card). Postcards are still available.  Contact CalACT Program Manager Meg Desmond at (916) 920-8018 to get some, then encourage your supporters to mail them directly to your elected representatives in Sacramento.
Update on ARB ZEB Regulations: Over the past several months, the Association’s ZEB Task Force has been working with Air Resources Board (ARB) leaders regarding ARB’s proposed 15% ZEB purchase requirement. ARB staff will be bringing its recommendation regarding this purchase requirement proposal before the ARB Board in July 2009, therefore the Association’s Task Force has worked to develop a dialogue with ARB on this matter. Recently, Task Force Chair Durand Rall and Deputy Executive Director Jim McElroy met with ARB Chief Deputy Executive Officer Tom Cackette to address with ARB the Association’s concerns regarding the proposed purchase requirement and to seek ways to work with ARB staff in its evaluation process for determining the feasibility of the proposal. The Association recently sent a letter to Mr. Cackette reiterating our concerns with the proposed purchase requirement. The Task Force will continue to communicate with ARB staff and leaders about the Association’s concerns with the requirement and keep the ARB informed of transit’s needs and challenges. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org with any questions.

Update on ARB Hybrid Regulations: The Association’s Task Force on Hybrids is seeking ways to achieve ARB certification for medium duty engine hybrid packages. In February of this year, the Association’s Hybrid Task Force discussed this issue with ARB staff in the Mobile Source Operations Division, and since then has kept up ongoing communication with ARB in further exploration of new approaches to get hybrid packages certified. The Task Force continues to meet on a regular basis and to work with ARB staff to seek further progress on this issue. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org with any questions.

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Online Conference Registration Now Available:  Attendees and exhibitors can now register online for our upcoming Fall Conference, co-hosted by the Association and the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT). Entitled “California’s Public and Community Transportation Conference and Expo,” the event takes place November 4-7 in Monterey. For more information on the conference, visit www.caltransit.org and click the “Conferences” link on the left. Click here to register.
Keynote Speaker in the News:  Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., the scheduled keynote speaker at our upcoming Fall Conference, appeared last week on CNN’s “Larry King Live” as part of a panel discussion on energy policy. The panel also included Chevron CEO David O’Reilly. Kennedy took the opportunity to praise policies in Israel that aim to remove gas-powered cars from the road within the next three years, and to condemn recent action by Congress that suppresses investment and exploration in alternative energy sources. Click here to read CNN’s recap of highlights from the discussion.
Fare Summary Deadline Going, Going …:  There’s still time (but not much) to include your agency in our annual Fare Summary, one of several special publications the Association produces each year. Click here to download the form, and please do your best to submit the information right away.
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