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Executive Director’s Report



July 28, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Effort to Protect Prop 42 Funds Takes to the Airwaves:  The coalition formed to protest the suspension of Prop 42 funding that is reportedly on the table as part of state budget negotiations has stepped up its outreach campaign.  The group, comprised of 45 member organizations (including the California Transit Association, AC Transit, BART and Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority), conducted a Sacramento press conference last week, at which I was among the speakers. The event also served to unveil the coalition’s radio ad campaign, featuring political humorist Will Durst (click here to listen to the radio spot). More press conferences are scheduled for today in Fresno and Los Angeles, and others in San Diego and the Bay Area are being planned. This outreach effort emphasizes the economic short-sightedness of raiding Prop 42 funds while noting that voters in California have repeatedly demanded by overwhelming margins that such revenues be allocated specifically for transportation and transit improvements. We urge you to immediately communicate with your legislators the need to preserve Proposition 42 funds for transit and transportation purposes. Please contact Legislative & Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means (Sabrina@Caltransit.org) for more bullet points.
Workshop Addresses Northern California Rail and Transit Security Issues:  The Office of Homeland Security and CalTrans convened a meeting last week which gathered Northern California Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), Safety and Security Coordinators, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), and the Office of Emergency Services (OES) to discuss transit security needs in the northern region of the state. The forum was hosted at the Sacramento Council of Governments (SACOG) in Sacramento. The attendees discussed how security grant funding works as well as how transit systems currently conduct safety and security planning. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org for more information.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Maintenance Committee Meets by Conference Call:  Under the leadership of Co-Chairs George Karbowski (Director of Operations and Maintenance, Foothill Transit) and David Olmeda (Director of Maintenance, SamTrans), the Maintenance Committee met last week.  The main agenda topic was identifying items of primary concern for the Committee to address over the coming months.  The members selected six areas topics and asked the Co-Chairs and Deputy Executive Director Jim McElroy to refine the topics for the next meeting. Questions about the Maintenance Committee can be directed to Jim McElroy at jim@caltransit.org.
Online Conference Registration Now Available:  Attendees and exhibitors can now register online for our upcoming Fall Conference, co-hosted by the Association and the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT). Entitled “California’s Public and Community Transportation Conference and Expo,” the event is set for November 4-7 in Monterey. The conference provides an opportunity to take advantage of the experts, colleagues and business partners gathering this fall to network, learn and discover not only what’s new in transit, but also how to address the challenges facing transit in California today. For more information on the conference, visit www.caltransit.org and click the “Conferences” link on the left. Click here to register. 

Executive Committee Welcomes New Member:  In case you missed the news last week, Mike Wiley, General Manager and CEO of Sacramento Regional Transit, is that agency’s new representative on the Executive Committee, effective today. Mike replaces Z. Wayne Johnson, who is leaving his position as Sacramento RT’s Chief Administrative Officer to become Deputy General Manager of Administration and Development with the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. Welcome to Mike, and best of luck to Z. Wayne, who will remain an active member of the Association’s Legislative Committee.
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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