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Executive Director’s Report



July 21, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Association Joins Statewide Coalition Demanding Preservation of Proposition 42 Funds:  Amidst breaking news that state decision makers are contemplating even more cuts to transit funding, the California Transit Association and three of its member agencies are among a coalition of 45 organizations that signed onto a letter urging members of the legislature to leave Proposition 42 revenues intact in the process of negotiating the 2008-09 state budget. (Click here to read the letter) In addition to BART, AC Transit and the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority, the coalition includes organizations representing local governments, business leaders, planners and trade groups from throughout the state. The statement emphasizes the economic short-sightedness of raiding Prop 42 funds while noting that voters in California have repeatedly demanded by overwhelming margins that such revenues be allocated specifically for transportation and transit improvements. Public transportation systems rely heavily on Proposition 42 revenues to fund critical congestion relief services and to finance acquisition of new clean-fuel vehicles and construction of new rail systems and bus facilities. We urge you to immediately communicate with your legislators the need to preserve Proposition 42 funds for transit and transportation purposes. Please contact Legislative & Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means (Sabrina@Caltransit.org) for more bullet points.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Executive Committee Meeting Recap:  During last Friday’s Executive Committee meeting in Burbank, I outlined a three-part approach to state budget matters, emphasizing short-term, mid-term and long-term courses of action. From a short-term perspective, we discussed the need for and the nature of a response to the proposed suspension of Prop 42 funding (see item above) that is currently at the center of budget negotiations. On a “mid-term” basis, we reviewed home-to-school and regional center funding implications and addressed the possibility of forming a coalition with administrators, unions and the Department of Finance to address the issue. Long-term discussion involved the development of a Transit Capital Summit in conjunction with the California Transportation Commission. In addition to budget matters, the meeting also included discussion of amicus brief coordination in support of the Association’s planned appeal of the Superior Court decision regarding our effort to recover funds raided from the Public Transportation Account in the 2007-08 state budget, as well as Rick Bacigalupo’s report on the final draft work product from the Federal Reauthorization Task Force. Please contact me with questions (Josh@Caltransit.org).

Change in Executive Committee Roster Approved:  The Executive Committee meeting also included news that Z. Wayne Johnson, Chief Administrative Officer of Sacramento Regional Transit, would be leaving his position in Sacramento to assume the post of Deputy General Manager of Administration and Development with the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District. Though he will resign his Executive Committee position as a result of the move, Z. Wayne will remain an active member of the Association’s Legislative Committee. By unanimous vote, Mike Wiley, General Manager and CEO of Sacramento RT, was approved as Sacramento RT’s new representative on the Executive Committee, effective July 28.
New Features Posted on Association’s Website:  While we’re in the midst of designing and developing a new California Transit Association website, we’ve added some noteworthy new features to the current version. These include a new “Outreach Resources” section, providing links to a host of facts, reports and other tools that should prove extremely useful in your outreach efforts in support of transit. These resources are provided by the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) and the Center for Transportation Excellence (CFTE). Also now available on our website is the July/August edition of Transit California magazine, which includes features on how the recent surge in demand for services presents an opportunity to promote the image of public transit, and how public-private partnerships may hold the key to new infrastructure funding. You can access both the Outreach Resources and the magazine (which has also been mailed to subscribers) by visiting www.caltransit.org and following the links in the right-hand column on the home page.
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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