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Executive Director’s Report



July 14, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Conference Committee OKs Package for Floor Vote:  The Budget Conference Committee acted late Tuesday night (July 8) on the unresolved transit and other transportation funding items in the 2008-09 budget. They also closed the remaining items they could in all other policy areas, and sent a final version of the 2008-09 budget to the Floor of each House. On the main transit funding item, the committee voted for a "conference compromise" between the two House's versions: while the full $317 million Public Transportation Account restoration is maintained, and most of that is dedicated to the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program, $64.7 million of the PTA restoration was used to obviate the need for the loan to the PTA from the Traffic Congestion Relief Fund originally called for by the governor in his May Revise proposal. Thus, about $253 million in remaining funds is available to the STA Program, bringing that amount up from the governor's proposed $306 million to about $559 million. No action was taken to suspend Proposition 42 / Proposition 1A, so the full sales tax on gasoline amount (approximately $1.4 billion) is available to transit, the State Transportation Improvement Program, and city streets and county roads. On one hand, this is a positive action from the perspective that we were worried the Conference Committee might strip the entire $317 million from the PTA and use it to support the General Fund. However, considering that this “final” budget is highly unlikely to garner the necessary votes to be enacted, we are by no means done fighting to protect transit funding.
AB 32 Update: The Air Resources Board (ARB) released its AB 32 Draft Scoping Plan on June 26 for public review and comment. The ARB is currently holding three public workshops throughout the state to elicit feedback on the Draft Scoping Plan. The first workshop was held July 8 in Diamond Bar, and the next two are scheduled for July 14 in Fresno and July 17 in Sacramento. Please consider attending a workshop in order to find out more about the Scoping Plan and to urge the ARB to give public transit a more prominent role in reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Written comments on the plan can be submitted until August 1. You can also submit comments on the Plan via the web. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or sabrina@caltransit.org for more information.

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

New Features Posted on Association’s Website:  While we’re in the midst of designing and developing a new California Transit Association website, we’ve added some noteworthy new features to the current version. These include a new “Outreach Resources” section, providing links to a host of facts, reports and other tools that should prove extremely useful in our outreach efforts. These resources are provided by the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) and the Center for Transportation Excellence (CFTE). Also now available on our website is the July/August edition of Transit California magazine, which includes features on how the recent surge in demand for services presents an opportunity to promote the image of public transit, and how public-private partnerships may hold the key to new infrastructure funding. You can access both the Outreach Resources and the magazine (which has also been mailed to subscribers) by visiting www.caltransit.org and following the links in the right-hand column on the home page.
Online Conference Registration Now Available:  Attendees and exhibitors can now register online for our upcoming Fall Conference, co-hosted by the Association and the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT). Entitled “California’s Public and Community Transportation Conference and Expo,” the event is set for  November 4-7 in Monterey. For more information on the conference, visit www.caltransit.org and click the “Conferences” link on the left. Click here to register.
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes Available Online:  Minutes from the last Executive Committee meeting, held May 20 in Sacramento in conjunction with our Spring Legislative Conference, are available for viewing online. The next Executive Committee meeting is coming up this Friday, July 18, at the Burbank Marriott Hotel and Convention Center.
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