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Executive Director’s Report



June 9, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Senate Subcommittee Takes a Different Approach to Funding Boost:  Senate Budget Subcommittee #4 last week approved its staff’s recommendation to concur with the Assembly's action of restoring $317 million back to the Public Transportation Account (PTA). However, the Senate chose to allocate the restored funds differently. While Assembly Budget Subcommittee #5 funded the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program at $623.7 million, the Senate restored the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program to $494 million ($188 million more than the Governor’s May Revise) and dedicated $129 million to Caltrans for, among other things, transit capital projects in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Neither the Governor nor the Assembly proposed any funds for transit capital STIP projects in this year’s budget. The Senate’s argument for funding the STA program at $494 million is that this is the real “base” funding for the program – i.e. all traditional revenues minus spillover. The differences will be hammered out during upcoming meetings of the Budget Conference Committee.  Click here to see a chart comparing the budget proposals from Jan. 10, the May Revise and the Assembly and Senate subcommittees.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

New AB 32 Resource Section Added to Association Website: We’ve added a “Climate Change” section to our website. Here you can find information on AB 32 and the work we are doing to support greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions in the State. In addition to the full text of the bill and a fact sheet/timeline, this section includes the Power Point presentation delivered by Kurt Karperos of the California Air Resources Board during our recent Spring Legislative Conference, and our recent comments to the Land Use Subgroup of the Climate Action Team (LUSCAT). To access this new section, go to www.caltransit.org and click the “Climate Change” link in the left column.

PowerPoint Presentations from the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference Now Available Online: Visit www.caltransit.org to view and download PowerPoint presentations from the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference, including the Small Operators Workshop and Luncheon. Online you will find PowerPoint files from the following presentations: “Federal Charter Regulations Update” by Carl Sedoryk, General Manager & CEO, Monterey-Salinas Transit; “Powering the Small Bus: Where are we headed?” by Paul Griffith, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Dan Mundy, Caltrans, and Karen Khamou, California Air Resources Board; “Budget and Legislative Update” by Josh Shaw and Gus Khouri, California Transit Association; “Transit & The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32, Nunez/Pavley)” by Kurt Karperos, California Air Resources Board.

Did you attend the Spring Legislative Conference?  We’d like to hear what you thought about this year’s program. Please click here to download the conference evaluation form. Complete the form and fax it to (916) 446-4318. Thank you for participating in the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference!

Deadline Extended for Member Contact Information Forms:  Verification forms have been mailed to all member organizations. These forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. The deadline for return of these forms has been extended to Monday, June 23. With production deadlines looming, any information received after this date cannot be included in the Membership Directory. Please complete the forms and fax to (916) 448-4318 or mail to us at 1415 L Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814.
Congrats to Karen King on her move to Golden Empire:  We wanted to take a moment to congratulate Karen King on her upcoming move to the position of Chief Executive Officer with Golden Empire Transit District (Bakersfield).  Effective June 23, Karen’s move comes after ten years with North County Transit District (San Diego), where she has most recently served as Executive Director.  NCTD’s loss is GET’s gain.  Congratulations, Karen!
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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