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Executive Director’s Report



June 30, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Members Provide Insight into Public-Private Partnerships:  The Federal Transit Administration and the National Council on Public-Private Partnerships are teaming up to host a workshop on public-private partnerships and their potential value to public transit operations. The gathering will take place in San Francisco on July 30-31. Several of our Association members are co-sponsoring the event. Click here for details on the workshop agenda and information on how to register. Our upcoming July/August edition of Transit California magazine features additional valuable information on public-private partnerships in an article co-authored by BART General Manager Dorothy Dugger and Kam Shadan, President of the Real Estate Division at Gannett Fleming Project Development Corp.
CalPIRG Report – Economic Stimulus is In the Tank:  Our allies at the California Public Interest Research Group (CalPIRG) have released a new analysis which shows that, counting from the day President Bush signed the economic stimulus bill in February through last week, an average American family of three would likely have spent their entire $1,500 economic stimulus check on gas. The release coincided with a 322-98 vote in the House of Representatives to assist consumers struggling with rising gas prices by authorizing $1.7 billion in emergency funding for public transit agencies. This is an important victory, not only because transit agencies could put this money to good use right now, but also because it indicates that members of Congress are beginning to think of public transportation as a long-term solution to the rising price of oil. Next year, when Congress considers the big five-year transportation funding bill, we hope to see the same level of interest in public transportation! Click here to read CalPIRG’s press release regarding the report, or here to read the full report, entitled “Squandering the Stimulus.”
AB 32 Update: The Air Resources Board (ARB) released its AB 32 Draft Scoping Plan last week for public review and comment. The ARB will hold three public workshops next month to elicit feedback on the Draft Scoping Plan. These workshops will be held July 8 in Diamond Bar, July 14 in Fresno, and July 17 in Sacramento. The workshops will also be webcast. You can also submit comments on the Plan via the web. Comments are due to the ARB by August 1. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or sabrina@caltransit.org for more information.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

CFTE Aims to Increase its California Presence:  Together with Deputy Director Jim McElroy and Communications Director Jeff Wagner, I recently met with Bridget Hennessey, representing the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) and the Center for Transportation Excellence (CFTE). Bridget came to discuss CFTE’s plans for an increased presence in California in their efforts to provide valuable communications and messaging resources in support of transit outreach campaigns.  This alliance will be especially helpful in meeting the Association’s identified goal in the Strategic Plan to work with APTA to tailor products to address California-specific media and public relations objectives.  Click here to visit CFTE’s website.
Take Part in Our Survey and Counter the Governor’s Claims:  It’s pretty clear from recent media coverage that talking points in the governor’s office are advancing the notion that “We’re not diverting anything from transit” (click here for an example, from KCRA-Sacramento’s coverage of last week’s transit rally). Presumably, this follows the flawed rationale that the “yellow school bus” and Regional Center transport fit somebody’s definition of “public transit.” We know from information shared by numerous members that riders in their region use their true public transit systems for these purposes. Our Executive Committee has asked us to survey our members for ridership information pertaining to home-to-school transportation as well as transportation to Regional Centers. This data will inform our effort to advocate for restoration of vital transit funds. Click here to take part in the survey. The deadline to complete this survey is Thursday, July 3 by 5pm.
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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