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Executive Director’s Report



June 23, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Hundreds Rally at the Capitol in Support of Transit:  I participated as some 300 activists and advocates gathered on the South Steps of the Capitol last Tuesday for a rally protesting the proposed public transit cuts in the state budget. The event was hosted by the California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT). Special thanks go out to CalACT’s Jacklyn Montgomery and Meg Desmond, and Linda Deavens (Paratransit, Inc.) who made it possible for many of the participants to attend,  as well as to our own: Charlie Anderson (WCCTA & CalACT board member), Rick Ramacier (CCCTA & CalACT legislative committee chair), and Mike Wiley (Sacramento RTD).
Transit Advocate Groups Join in Budget Fight:  Association staff collaborated with a coalition of 21 transit-friendly advocacy organizations to advance our message in opposition to proposed state budget cuts. The group produced this letter, delivered directly to the “Big 5” budget negotiators, and members of the Budget Conference Committee. A copy has also been forwarded to the remaining members of the legislature. Special thanks to TALC for coordinating and to all the groups for supporting transit.
CARB Board to Review AB 32 Scoping Plan:  Air Resources Board staff will report to the ARB Board this Thursday (June 26) on the initial draft of the AB 32 Scoping Plan for the Board’s review. The meeting will be at 1001 I St., Sacramento, in the Byron Sher Auditorium. The meeting will also be webcast. For the meeting notice and agenda, click here. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have questions
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Take Part in Our Survey and Counter the Governor’s Claims:  It’s pretty clear from recent media coverage that talking points in the governor’s office are advancing the notion that “We’re not diverting anything from transit” (click here for an example, from KCRA-Sacramento’s coverage of last week’s transit rally). Presumably, this follows the flawed rationale that the “yellow school bus” and Regional Center transport fit somebody’s definition of “public transit.” We know from information shared by numerous members that riders in their region use their true public transit systems for these purposes. Our Executive Committee has asked us to survey our members for ridership information pertaining to home-to-school transportation as well as transportation to Regional Centers. This data will inform our effort to advocate for restoration of vital transit funds. Click here to take part in the survey. The deadline to complete this survey is Thursday, July 3 by 5pm.
MST Hosts Online Town Hall Meeting:  Officials at Monterey Salinas Transit took a unique approach to enlisting public support while also reaching out to potential new riders via an online Town Hall Meeting last Thursday. The forum drew 20 “attendees,” who got a comprehensive report on all aspects of MST’s service, including detailed information on routes, fare options, special features (such as on-board Wi-Fi access), plans for expansion and service enhancements, and a primer for new riders. The presentation included quotes from riders regarding their thoughts on various benefits of MST service, and concluded with a lively Q&A session. MST’s production could serve as a model for public outreach by transit systems, particularly those serving smaller markets. Click here to see a PDF version of the Power Point file used in the presentation, or contact MST General Manager and CEO Carl Sedoryk at csedoryk@mst.org for tips on how you can launch an online forum of your own.
Member Contact Information Forms Due TODAY:  The deadline has arrived for submission of member contact verification forms. Mailed to all member organizations, these forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. With production deadlines looming, any information received after today cannot be included in the Membership Directory. Please complete the forms and fax to (916) 446-4318.












[image: image2.jpg]CALIFORNIA TRANSIT ASSOCIATION




By Joshua W. Shaw
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