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Executive Director’s Report



June 2, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Budget Subcommittee Moves to Reinstate Transit Funding: During its meeting last Thursday, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #5 acted to reinstate about $318 million of the State Transit Assistance Program funds originally proposed to be cut by the Governor. That would bring the 2008-09 STA Program up to $623.7 million. Language was also adopted stating legislative intent to maintain that level of funding on an ongoing basis. Prior to this action, I was directly consulted by the Chair of the Budget Subcommittee, the chief consultant to the Budget Committee, and the Assembly Speaker’s transportation staff, as well as by several members of the subcommittee itself, while they were looking at options and gauging our needs and potential reactions to the various options. Bringing the State Transit Assistance Program back up to $624 million – the level funded two years ago – clearly indicates that we are making progress on the position taken by the Executive Committee at its May 20 meeting. It also serves as a direct refutation of the argument made by defenders of the Governor’s proposal, which was pitched as “keeping transit at their current year level, so transit can’t oppose this level” – in fact, last year’s $306 million was a deep cut from the expected level, so returning to the previous year’s funding level makes much more sense. We expect the Senate to take action this week. While I remain very concerned that the ultimate negotiations on the state budget will again jeopardize more transit funding, it is heartening that legislative leadership is sending strong signals in the meantime that they intend on fighting harder this year to preserve our funds to the extent possible.

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

PowerPoint Presentations from the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference Now Available Online: Visit www.caltransit.org to view and download PowerPoint presentations from the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference, including the Small Operators Workshop and Luncheon. Online you will find PowerPoint files from the following presentations: “Federal Charter Regulations Update” by Carl Sedoryk, General Manager & CEO, Monterey-Salinas Transit; “Powering the Small Bus: Where are we headed?” by Paul Griffith, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Dan Mundy, Caltrans, and Karen Khamou, California Air Resources Board; “Budget and Legislative Update” by Josh Shaw and Gus Khouri, California Transit Association; “Transit & The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32, Nunez/Pavley)” by Kurt Karperos, California Air Resources Board.

Did you attend the Spring Legislative Conference?  We’d like to hear what you thought about this year’s program. Please click here to download the conference evaluation form. Complete the form and fax it to (916) 446-4318. Thank you for participating in the 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference!

Deadline Extended for Member Contact Information Forms:  Verification forms have been mailed to all member organizations. These forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. The deadline for return of these forms has been extended to Monday, June 23. With production deadlines looming, any information received after this date cannot be included in the Membership Directory. Please complete the forms and fax to (916) 448-4318 or mail to California Transit Association, 1415 L Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
Robert Kennedy Jr. to Deliver Fall Conference Keynote Address:  It has been confirmed that renowned environmental activist and author Robert Kennedy Jr. will deliver the keynote address at this year’s Fall Conference, known officially as “California’s Public & Community Transportation Conference & EXPO, Building Partnerships for the Future, presented jointly by CalACT and the California Transit Association.” The conference is slated for Nov. 4-7 in Monterey. Sponsor and Exhibitor information, as well as a registration form, are available online at www.caltransit.org.
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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