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Executive Director’s Report



June 16, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Rally at the Capitol Set for Tuesday:  California Association for Coordinated Transportation (CalACT) will host a rally in support of transit funding on the South Steps of the State Capitol on Tuesday (tomorrow!) at 10 a.m.  Many California Transit Association members have expressed their intent to participate.  Though we’re into the 11th hour, those interested in taking part who have not yet contacted CalACT can do so by calling 1-800-422-5228.  We look forward to a passionate crowd of supporters adding their voices to the fight to preserve transit funding.
Field Poll Results Back Transit Funding:  The results of the latest Field Poll, released June 9, show that 67 percent of respondents oppose cuts to public transit funding.  The poll queried participants regarding a range of possible solutions for closing the state’s $17 million budget deficit.  It showed that, while only 26 percent support tax increases over spending cuts in order to close the gap, 81 percent expect that some sort of tax increases will be necessary.  Still, respondents voiced overwhelming opposition to cuts in most specified program areas.  Opposition to cuts is greatest when it comes to public schools (80 percent) and health care programs for low income Californians and the disabled (77 percent).  Conversely, opposition to cuts in prisons and corrections received the lowest support at 50 percent.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Outreach Action Alert!:  There’s hope to be found in the fact that the Budget Subcommittees of both the Assembly and the Senate have taken action to restore some levels of transit funding, but we still need to keep the pressure on and urge legislators to reject the full cuts and restore more transit funding.  Many Association members have already taken steps to advance this message – through the media, with the help of other community leaders, and via direct efforts to enlist transit riders in the cause.  We urge your prompt, active participation in these efforts.  Click here to read the Budget Outreach Action Alert that includes tips and tools to help you get on board.
Media Outreach Efforts in Full Swing:  The Association’s Media Outreach Kit has been distributed to primary contacts at our member transit agencies and transit support groups.  Developed as a key tool in our fight to preserve state funding for public transit, the kit includes tips and guidelines for generating media coverage, an overview of the central messaging themes from the 2008 Communications Strategy, numerous talking points and fact sheets, and an Op-Ed article for submission to newspapers in your area.  Our efforts are already reaping dividends, as an Op-Ed piece authored by Association Chair Michael Burns has appeared in the San Francisco Examiner, the San Francisco Chronicle and the San Jose Mercury News, and is expected to run in other Bay Area publications in the coming days.  Click here to read the version that appeared in the Mercury News.  Click here to read the Sacramento Bee editorial than ran June 14, thanks in part to the outreach efforts of the folks at Sacramento Regional Transit. If you are the media person for your organization and have not yet received the kit, contact Communications Director Jeff Wagner today at jeff@caltransit.org.
Deadline Extended for Member Contact Information Forms:  Verification forms have been mailed to all member organizations. These forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. The deadline for return of these forms has been extended to Monday, June 23. With production deadlines looming, any information received after this date cannot be included in the Membership Directory. Please complete the forms and fax to (916) 448-4318 or mail to us at 1415 L Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814.
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By Joshua W. Shaw

www.caltransit.org // p. 916.446.4656 // f. 916-446-4318 


