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Executive Director’s Report



May 19, 2008
STATE UPDATE
May Revise Continues Trend of Raiding Transit Funding:  The governor’s May Revise proposal for the 2008-09 state budget contains more devastating news for the future of public transit in California, recommending that another $1.4 billion be diverted from the Public Transportation Account (PTA) to cover non-transit shortfalls in the General Fund. This comes on top of $1.25 billion siphoned from the PTA in the current year’s budget, and would push the total raided from the PTA this decade to more than $4 billion. Several lawmakers have criticized the proposal, among them Assembly Budget Committee Chair John Laird, who lamented the fact that “At a time of increased transit ridership, the governor proposes to pull nearly all transit funding out of the budget.” Assembly Speaker Karen Bass remarked that “Public transportation is up in many cities, including my own ... and it is up precisely because of the price of gas. If people are feeling the pinch there, then we cut back on public transportation … it seems like a double hit.”  Click here to read the Association’s press release in reaction to the May Revise. For a more detailed analysis of the transit-related aspects of the spending plan proposal, click here.
ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Spring Legislative Conference begins TOMORROW: The Association’s 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference kicks off tomorrow morning with the Small Operators Workshop and Luncheon. The Workshop begins at 11 a.m. and will feature a panel discussion entitled “Powering the Small Bus – Where Are We Headed? There will also be presentations regarding new federal and state regulations, including an update on new rules regarding charter service.  The Workshop is open to all Spring Legislative Conference attendees. It’s not too late to register for the conference. The gathering will feature a keynote address by new Assembly Transportation Committee Chair Mark DeSaulnier on The Future of Transportation Funding and Regional Planning. Agenda and registration information are available online at www.caltransit.org. To register for the conference, click here. For a detailed Small Operators Workshop agenda, click here.
Robert Kennedy Jr. to Deliver Fall Conference Keynote Address:  It has been confirmed that renowned environmental activist and author Robert Kennedy Jr. will deliver the keynote address at this year’s Fall Conference, known officially as “California’s Public & Community Transportation Conference & EXPO, Building Partnerships for the Future, presented jointly by CalACT and the California Transit Association.” The conference is slated for Nov. 4-7 in Monterey. Kennedy’s presentation “A Contract With Our Future” discusses the important role that our natural surroundings play in our work, our health and our identity as Americans.  Additional conference information is available online at www.caltransit.org.

Member Contact Information Forms Due Back May 31:  Verification forms have been mailed to all member organizations. These forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. It’s important that these forms be returned to us no later than May 31. Please fax to (916) 448-4318 or mail to California Transit Association, 1415 L Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
Santa Maria Manager O’Dell Returns to Work:  I am VERY pleased to report that Austin O’Dell (Transit Services Manager, Santa Maria Area Transit) has returned to work.  At Austin’s request, we did not widely report of two serious strokes that Austin suffered early this year.   We have missed Austin and are greatly relieved that he is expected to make a full recovery.  He has let us know that he will be slowly working back to full time at his manager position and will reassume his various roles at the California Transit Association as the recovery process permits.   Austin is extremely active in your California Transit Association including membership on the Executive Committee, Chair of the Small Operators Committee, and membership on several other standing committees.    I have asked Deputy Executive Director Jim McElroy to work with Austin in reassuming his Association roles.  Great to have you back Austin!
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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