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Executive Director’s Report



May 12, 2008
STATE UPDATE
AB 32 Public Meeting Scheduled This Week: The Land Use Subgroup of the Climate Action Team (LUSCAT) and Air Resources Board (ARB) staff are holding a public meeting to discuss the LUSCAT’s draft report on land use and transportation, prepared for the ARB AB 32 Scoping Plan, and the 2008 Haagen--Smit Symposium proceedings. The meeting will take place from 9am – 12pm in Sacramento on Wednesday, May 14 at the California Energy Commission headquarters building. The meeting will also be webcast. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or by email at sabrina@caltransit.org with questions.
ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

Early Bird Registration Deadline for Spring Legislative Conference is TOMORROW: It’s not too late to take advantage of early registration discounts for next week’s 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference.  The gathering will feature a keynote address by new Assembly Transportation Committee Chair Mark DeSaulnier on The Future of Transportation Funding and Regional Planning. Preliminary agenda and registration information are available online (www.caltransit.org). To register for the conference, click here.
Small Operators Workshop Featured at Spring Conference:  An exclusive panel discussion, entitled “Powering the Small Bus – Where Are We Headed?” will highlight this year’s Small Operators Workshop and Luncheon at the annual Spring Legislative Conference (May 20-21 in Sacramento). The workshop takes place Tuesday, May 20, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and is open to all registered Spring Legislative Conference attendees. If you have already registered for the conference, you can secure a spot at the workshop by contacting Member Services Assistant Tuyen Truong at Tuyen@caltransit.org or (916) 446-4656. For a detailed workshop agenda, click here. To register for the conference, click here.

Sponsorship and Exhibitor Information & Registration NOW Available Online:  California’s Public & Community Transportation Conference & EXPO, Building Partnerships for the Future, presented jointly by CalACT and the California Transit Association, is scheduled for November 4-7, 2008 in Monterey. Highlighting the event will be keynote speaker Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Please take a look at the many opportunities to participate in this year’s event by clicking here.
Member Contact Information Forms Due Back May 31:  Verification forms have been mailed to all member organizations. These forms provide you the opportunity to update all contact information and other relevant data that we use to compile our annual Membership Directory. It’s important that these forms be returned to us no later than May 31. Please fax to (916) 448-4318 or mail to California Transit Association, 1415 L Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
INDUSTRY NEWS

They’re Catching On:  The effect of rising gas prices on transit ridership is generating increased attention among the national media.  This article from Saturday’s New York Times and a segment on Monday’s edition of the Today Show (click here to open the MSNBC.com video player, then select “Gas Woes Lead to Mass Transit Surge”), both note that “the biggest surges are occurring in many metropolitan areas in the South and West where the driving culture is strongest and bus and rail lines are more limited (compared to East Coast metropolitan areas such as New York and Boston).” The Times article notes that Caltrain, the Bay Area commuter rail line, set a record for average weekday ridership in February of 36,993, a 9.3 percent increase from 2007.
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