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Executive Director’s Report



November 17, 2008
STATE UPDATE
Administration Maintains Call to Eliminate STA Program Funding:  Representatives from the Department of Finance repeated their call to eliminate the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program during last Friday’s meeting of the Assembly Budget Committee. No substantive action took place during the hearing, which amounted to a review of the Governor’s “November Revise” mixed with partisan speeches on the merits or demerits of tax increases such as those included in the Administration’s latest budget plan. Released November 6, the proposal seeks to slash STA funds by $230 million in the current year, reducing it from the $306 million allocated in the budget adopted on September 23 and taking it down to only $76 million – a 75 percent reduction from the September allotment. This cut is roughly the amount that was made available through the Proposition 42 contribution into the program ($215 million). STA recipients were told that the first quarter allocations would be the only payments that they would receive for the rest of the year. In addition, the administration calls for the complete elimination of funding to the STA Program for the 2009-10 fiscal year and beyond. We urge you to contact your legislators and ask them to reject the Governor’s proposal to eliminate state funding for public transportation. Please contact Legislative Advocate Gus Khouri (Gus@CalTransit.org) or Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means (Sabrina@CalTransit.org) or call 916-446-4656 if you have any questions.

Diverse New Coalition to Advocate for Transit:  On Thursday of last week, Association Legislative Advocates Gus Khouri and Andrew Antwih, Association Communications Director Jeff Wagner and I participated in the first meeting of a new coalition that has been formed to address transit funding concerns both short- and long-term.  The group was spearheaded by leaders from the Environmental Defense Fund, the Planning and Conservation League and TransForm (formerly the Transportation and Land Use Coalition).  The meeting also included representatives from a wide-ranging collection of organizations, including the California Budget Project, CalPIRG, the Congress of California Seniors, CalTrans, and the California Transportation Commission, as well as labor organizations, local air quality management districts, and several of our own member agencies. The group is already in the process of arranging meetings with key state legislators, as well as outreach to decision makers at the federal level. Association staff will play an active role in the leadership of this group, which is being formed with the intent to find stable, sustainable funding for transit in California to bring the system to a level that meets today’s needs, while emphasizing that support of and benefit from vibrant public transit services are as diverse as the state itself. 
AB 32 Scoping Plan Before ARB This Week:  The final agenda for the November 20 & 21, 2008 Air Resources Board (ARB) meeting is now available. Click here to see the agenda. At the meeting, ARB staff will present the Proposed Scoping Plan for Board discussion; this Plan is the next major step in implementing AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.  The Board intends that this public meeting will be the main forum for hearing oral testimony on the Plan.  The Board will not take action on the Proposed Scoping Plan until its December 11-12 public meeting. The Association’s Executive Committee recently adopted a set of principles, recommended by the Global Warming Task Force, to guide our ongoing work in advocating for transit within the AB 32 framework. Association staff and members will make a presentation to the ARB next week. Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at 916-446-4656 or at sabrina@caltransit.org with questions.

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Legislative Summary ’08 Now in Print and Online:  The Association’s 2008 Legislative Summary is back from the printer and will be mailed out shortly. The Legislative Summary provides a synopsis and analysis of state legislation affecting public transportation and the transit-relevant components of the state budget process. Compiled by our team of legislative advocates, the publication is available to Association members. While you’re awaiting delivery in the mail, those with a website user account can view the document here. If you don’t have an account, go to www.caltransit.org and set one up today.
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By Joshua W. Shaw
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