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Legislative Bulletin
ACTION ALERT

The 2007-08 Legislative session came to a close Sunday August 31st.  While no State budget for 2008-09 was enacted, and the Legislature therefore continues to meet, they can only work on budget-related matters. Thus, bills have either moved to the Governor’s desk and are awaiting signature or are dead. The following is a list of key transit-related bills that are awaiting the Governor’s signature. We ask that you contact the Governor’s office regarding these important bills.
AB 1221 (Ma)
This bill would allow local officials to divert property tax increment revenues to pay for public facilities and amenities within transit village development districts. This bill will help encourage private investment and provide incentives for overall public transit use. Click here for a letter template.
Position: Support
Location: Governor’s desk
SB 1561 (Steinberg)
This bill would provide more authority to two transit systems and their transit security officers to prohibit certain acts and nuisance behaviors on their transit systems, by allowing them to prohibit nuisance riders from riding their system for up to 180 days. This precedent-setting, demonstration program bill moves closer to ensuring safer conditions for transit riders. Click here for a letter template.
Position: Support
Location: Governor’s desk
AB 2321 (Feuer)
This bill would provide a valuable source of funding for bus and rail operations in Los Angeles County, and sets a good precedent for the State of California in terms of long range transportation planning and funding. Click here for a letter template.

Position: Support
Location: Governor’s desk
AB 2466 (Laird)
This bill would allow a local government entity, such as a transit agency, that produces surplus renewable energy at one of its facilities, to receive a credit for the excess electricity supplied to the grid on its bill for another one of its facilities. Click here for a letter template.

Position: Support
Location: Governor’s desk
Other Transit Related Legislation - Update

AB 2009 (Hernandez)
This bill would exempt a public transit operator from a Utility Users Tax (UUT) on the consumption of compressed natural gas for transportation purposes. 
Position: Support
Location: Signed by the Governor earlier this month

Association’s Webinar on Climate Change Today

Join our webinar this afternoon at 2pm to learn about current developments with regard to AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, and what it means for public transit. Among the invited presenters are Kurt Karperos of the California Air Resources Board, as well as Val Menotti of BART and Tim Papandreou of Los Angeles County Metro – two association members who have been actively tracking the evolution of the AB 32 Scoping Plan and the work of the Land Use Subgroup of the Climate Action Team (LUSCAT). Click here to register in advance.
Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltranist.org if you have any questions. 
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