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Legislative Bulletin
ACTION ALERT
Transit- Related Legislation Update                                                                 As the Legislature reconvenes from its recess next week; Association staff would like to focus your attention to bills of interest that remain in the legislative process. The following is a status report on the items of interest to Association members. We ask that you peruse the list and take action to help facilitate their course through the process. The Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for the year on August 22nd. 
AB 387 (Duvall) Signed by Governor
This bill expands existing design-build authority for transit projects, by eliminating the cost threshold for the acquisition and installation of technology or surveillance procurements, which will enhance safety, disaster preparedness, and homeland security efforts.  
Position: Support
Location: Signed by the Governor. Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 185,


      Statutes of 2008.
AB 2009 (Hernandez) Awaiting Governor’s Signature
This bill would exempt a public transit operator from a Utility Users Tax (UUT) on the consumption of compressed natural gas for transportation purposes. 
Position: Support
Location: Governor’s Desk

AB 1221 (Ma) on Senate Floor
This bill would allow local officials to divert property tax increment revenues to pay for public facilities and amenities within transit village development districts. This bill will help encourage private investment and provide incentives for overall public transit use. Please contact your Senate representative to support this bill.
Position: Support
Location: Senate Floor.

SB 1561 (Steinberg) on Assembly Floor

This bill would provide more authority for transit operators and transit security officers to prohibit certain acts and nuisance behaviors on their transit systems, by allowing them to prohibit nuisance riders from riding their system for up to 180 days. This bill takes another step in ensuring safer conditions for transit riders. Please contact your Assembly Member to support this bill.

Position: Support
Location: Assembly Floor

The Senate Appropriations Committee will meet on August 4th. Please express your support for the following bills to the members of the Appropriations Committee. 
AB 2321 (Feuer)
This bill would provide a valuable source of funding for bus and rail operations in Los Angeles County, and sets a good precedent for the State of California in terms of long range transportation planning and funding. 
Position: Support
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2466 (Laird)
This bill would allow a local government entity, such as a s transit agency, that produces surplus renewable energy at one of its facilities to receive a credit for the excess electricity supplied to the grid on its bill for another one of its facilities. 

Position: Support
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2558 (Feuer)
This bill would authorize the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) to impose a climate change mitigation and adaptation fee in their jurisdictions.
Position: Support 
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2971 (DeSaulnier) 
This bill would create the “Fair Share for Safety Program,” for which Caltrans would be required to conduct a periodic analysis for fatality rates of all modes of travel, including public transit, and be encouraged to apportion federal transportation safety funds proportional to the rate of fatalities for each mode of travel. 
Position: Support
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 3021 (Nava)
This bill creates a seven-member California Transportation Financing Authority (CTFA) to provide more funding for local entities for transportation projects, including congestion mitigation projects to benefit all roadway users, including public transit.

Position: Support
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.
Other Transit Related Legislation

AB 3005 (Jones) on Senate Floor
This bill would require local agencies to establish reduced-rate impact fees for developers whose housing developments are designed to be transit-oriented and generate lower rates of automobile trips.  As a result, since developer fees often make up most if not all of the "local match" component for funding transit capital projects, reducing these fees would require transit agencies to find a replacement funding source for the local match. The Association is sending the author a letter addressing concerns with this bill.

Position: Concerns

Location: Senate Floor.


AB 2546 (De La Torre)
This bill would amend the Toxic Air Hot Spot Information and Assessment Act of 1987, which requires a facility that emits pollution to complete and submit to the local air district an emissions inventory every four years. This amendment would include tailpipe emissions and other emissions at a railyards. Although it does not appear to be the author’s intention to include public transit systems in the definition of “railyard,” in its current form, the bill seems too broad in its definition and could adversely affect public transit facilities. Please express your opposition to this bill to the Senate Appropriations Committee members.
Position: Oppose
Location: Senate Appropriations Committee.

Please contact Legislative Advocate, Gus Khouri at 916-446-4656 or gus@caltransit.org or Legislative and Regulatory Assistant, Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltranist.org if you have any questions. 
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