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Breaking News
2008-09 Budget Update
The Senate Budget Subcommittee #4 met today and took action on funding levels for the Public Transportation Account.  By a 2-0 margin, the Senate approved the staff recommendation to concur with the Assembly's action of restoring $317 million back to the Public Transportation Account (PTA).  
The Senate however chose a different course in allocating the restored funds.  Unlike last week’s Assembly Budget subcommittee #5 approved action to fund the STA at $623.7 million, the Senate restored the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program to $494 million ($188 million more than the Governor’s May Revise) and dedicated $129 million to Caltrans for transit capital projects in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) among other things.  Neither the Governor nor the Assembly proposed any funds for transit capital STIP projects in this year’s budget. 

The Senate’s argument for funding the STA program at $494 million is that this is the aggregate amount of the base funding for the program minus spillover.  Therefore, these items will be headed to the Budget Conference Committee where conferees from both houses will choose allocation amounts for the STA ($623.7 million or $494 million) and additional Caltrans funding ($129 million or $0). We will keep you apprised of further developments as we near Conference Committee. 
Please contact Legislative Advocate, Gus Khouri at 916-446-4656 or gkhouri@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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