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Legislative Bulletin
ACTION ALERT 
AB 2705 (Jones) To Be Heard in Senate Local Government Committee

AB 2705 (Jones) would add public transit to the services that can be provided under the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982. This bill represents a great opportunity for more transit funding to be made available to communities.  Please contact the members of the Senate Local Government Committee to express your support for this bill. The members of the Committee are: Gloria Negrete-McLeod (Chair) (D – Chino), Dave Cox (R – Fair Oaks), Tom Harman (R – Orange), Christine Kehoe (D – San Diego), and Mike Machado (D – Linden). The bill will be heard Wednesday, June 4th.  To see a sample support letter, click here.
AB 1221 (Ma) To Be Heard in Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

AB 1221 (Ma) would allow local officials to divert property tax increment revenues to pay for public facilities and amenities within transit village development districts. This will encourage private investment and provide for incentives for overall public transit use. The bill will be heard in the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee on June 10. The members of the Committee include: Alan Lowenthal (Chair) (D – Long Beach); Tom McClintock (R – Thousand Oaks); Roy Ashburn (R – Bakersfield); Gilbert Cedillo (D – Los Angeles); Ellen Corbett (D – San Leandro); Tom Harman (R – Orange); Dennis Hollingsworth (R – Murieta); Christine Kehoe (D – San Diego); Abel Maldonado (R – Santa Maria); Jenny Oropeza (D – Long Beach); Joe Simitian (D – Palo Alto); Tom Torlakson (D – Antioch); Leland Yee (D – San Francisco/San Mateo). Please express your support of this bill to these legislators. Click here to see a sample letter.
AB 2009 (Hernandez) To Be Heard in Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee

AB 2009 (Hernandez) would exempt a public transit operator from a Utility Users Tax (UUT) that is assessed on the consumption of compressed natural gas for transportation purposes.  There is no historical legislative intent to levy the tax by a local jurisdiction on a public transit operator that provides regional transportation services.  Exempting public transit operators from this tax encourages the use of compressed natural gas by public transit operators, which will help improve air quality by operating transit vehicles utilizing the cleanest fuel possible. Please contact the members of the Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee to ask for support of this bill. The members of the Committee are: Senator Jenny Oropeza (Chair) (D-Long Beach), Dave Cogdill (R – Fresno), Elaine Alquist (D-San Jose), Michael Machado (D – Linden),Tom McClintock (R – Thousand Oaks ), George Runner (R – Antelope Valley), Jack Scott (D-Pasadena), and Patricia Wiggins (D – Santa Rosa). Click here to see a sample letter.
Recent  Air Quality and Energy Bills Being Monitored By The Association
The Association’s Legislative Committee recently met and discussed the following two bills:  

· AB 109 (Nunez) adds language to the California Alternative and Renewable Fuel, Vehicle Technology, Clean Air and Carbon Reduction Act of 2007, which was established by AB 118.  Through the Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program, grants and loans will be provided to further develop hydrogen fuel cell vehicles as well as other innovative technologies. However, this new language does not seem to allow transit agencies from using this program to fund the next step in development of Zero Emission Buses.  Consequently, transit agencies would have to use existing limited operating dollars which will impact service or ridership fees in order to fund such an endeavor. 

The Legislative Committee will continue to watch this bill and work with the author on possible amendments.
· AB 2466 (Laird) authorizes a local government entity, such as a transit agency,  to receive a credit on their electric bill for power generated from a renewable energy facility owned by that entity, if the facility generates more energy than required to serve the site where the facility is located. 
The Legislative Committee took a support position for this bill. This bill has passed out of the Assembly and will soon be heard in the Senate. Please contact Legislative Advocate, Gus Khouri at 916-446-4656 or gkhouri@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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