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Funding Update




Executive Committee Action

During our 43rd Annual Spring Legislative Conference, the Association’s Legislative and Executive Committees met to review the Governor’s budget proposal.  The Executive Committee’s unwavering position is to seek full transit funding in the State Budget, which would mean full funding to the Public Transportation Account including spillover revenues.  The Governor’s May Revise proposed to shift an additional $828 million in Public Transportation Account (PTA) funds to support General Fund programs, which would reduce the proposed 2008-09 State Transit Assistance (STA) program to $306 million.  The Budget Act of 2007 mandated that 50% of spillover revenue would go to the PTA. As a result, the Executive Committee voted that the Association should work with the Legislature to seek funding for the STA program at least to the level of the Governor’s initial January proposal, which was $743 million. 
2008-09 Budget Update
The Assembly Budget Subcommittee #5 met on Thursday, May 29th, and reinstated $318 million of the STA program funds proposed to be cut by the Governor. If this ultimately becomes part of the final budget deal, it would bring the 2008-09 STA program up to $623.7 million, which was the amount allocated in 2006-07. Language was also adopted stating legislative intent to maintain that level of funding on an ongoing basis. The Senate is expected to meet on Wednesday, June 4th and take action on the item.  If the Senate concurs with the Assembly’s actions, the item would technically not go to Conference Committee.  Bringing the STA program back up to $623.7 million – the level funded two years ago – clearly indicates that we are making progress on the position taken by the Executive Committee at its May 20 meeting. Please contact Legislative Advocate, Gus Khouri at 916-446-4656 or gkhouri@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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