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Legislative Bulletin
California Transit Association Sponsored Bills Move Through Committees
AB 729 (Evans)  - Transit Design-build Contracts
This bill extends the sunset date for transit operators to enter into design-build contracts to January 1, 2015. The current authority is set to expire as of January 1, 2011. This proposal allows Association members to maintain a tool that may help expedite capital projects made available through allocations from Proposition 1B or the federal economic stimulus package.
Status: Passed out of the Assembly Transportation Committee on April 20th. Will be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on May 6th.
AB 1072 (Eng)  - Proposition 1B Allocations for Transit
This bill codifies a formula initially established in SB 88 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review) [Chapter 181, Statutes of 2007] for allocating Proposition 1B funds appropriated from the Public Transit Modernization, Improvement, Service Enhancement Account (PTMISEA). The formula is based on all operators’ and regions’ shares of PTMISEA based on the average of the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program allocations from the 2004-05, 2005-06, and 2006-07 years.  This formula has been used to appropriate $600 million in 2007-08 and $350 million in 2008-09 and 2009-10.  
AB 1072 supports the application of SB 88’s principles, policies and structure to all future appropriations of PTMISEA funds, which includes maintaining the determination of all operators’ and regions’ shares of PTMISEA based on the average of the STA program allocations from the 2004-05, 2005-06, and 2006-07 years for the remainder of the available funding left in the program, as well as providing a mechanism to advance funding to eligible recipients. 

This bill provides certainty to operators and allows for long-range planning and contracting by locking in the formula on all remaining funds in the PTMISEA program. The bill also contains an expenditure program mechanism, whereby agencies would be required, in the first year, to submit an expenditure plan for their share of the remaining funds available, in order to support advocacy for sufficient annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. Based on that data, we will then continue to support the necessary annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. 
Furthermore, AB 1072 will allow recipients to “bank” their allocations over multiple years so that they can accumulate funds for large high-priority projects and also allow for borrowing between agencies to ensure that each allocated dollar is being utilized. 
Status: Passed out of the Assembly Transportation on April 27th. Will be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on May 6th.
Update on Other Bills
AB 266 (Carter) Transportation Needs Assessment
This bill would require the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to, on an every-5-year basis, to develop an assessment of the unfunded costs of programmed state projects and federally earmarked projects in the state, as well as an assessment of available funding for transportation purposes and unmet transportation needs on a statewide basis.
Position: Support

Status: In the Assembly Appropriations Committee on Suspense File.
AB 338 (Ma) Infrastructure Financing for Transit Village Developments

This bill would provide an optional financing mechanism to allow transit agencies greater incentives and opportunities to explore transit-oriented development (TOD) options with local governments. Furthermore, if a city or county wishes to pursue a TOD project with a local transit agency within an existing “transit village development district,” they may pursue an agreement setting forth the conditions by which bonds could be issued to develop and make improvements to a specific transit station.  When the bond proceeds for the TOD are paid off, the new tax revenue from the transit village district would go to the participating local governments.  If successful, this bill will help provide greater local environmental, planning and economic benefits.   
Position: Support

Status: Will be heard on the Assembly Floor.
AB 652 (Skinner) Allow Three-Position Bike Racks on 40-Foot Buses

This bill revises exemptions to existing law which imposes a 40-foot limitation on the length of vehicles that may be operated on the highways. The revised exemptions would permit a folding device that extends not more than 40 inches from the front body of a bus or trolley when fully deployed, and would permit the transportation of a bicycle with handlebars that extend not more than 46 inches from the front of the vehicle. This bill will help promote ridership by enabling buses to accommodate more bicycle riders who seek safe storage for their bicycles while they ride transit. 
Position: Support

Status: Passed out of the Assembly Transportation Committee on April 27th. Will be heard on the Assembly Floor.
AB 798 (Nava) California Transportation Financing Authority: Toll Facilities
This bill establishes the California Transportation Financing Authority (CTFA) to facilitate construction of transportation projects including authority to approve tolling projects.  The bill enables "public-public partnerships" wherein government agencies partner to finance public infrastructure, and provides local and regional entities with the ability to leverage funding of transportation projects, create a method to finance projects in the municipal bond market, and ensure that projects and funding are consistent with state transportation policy objectives and "best practices" public finance criteria.    

Position: Support
Status: In the Assembly Appropriations Committee on Suspense File.
SB 205 (Hancock) Motor Vehicle Registration Fees to Reduce Congestion
This bill authorizes a countywide transportation planning agency to place on the ballot a majority vote local measure that would impose a fee of up to $10 on each vehicle registered in that county. The fee would fund programs and projects that mitigate pollution and congestion, including transit capital projects. 
Position: Support

Status: Will be heard on the Senate Floor.

Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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