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Legislative Bulletin
**ACTION ALERT**

Urge Transit Funding in Federal Waxman – Markey Bill
The House Energy and Commerce Committee is holding a series of hearings in preparation for the Energy and Environment Subcommittee markup of the "American Clean Energy Security Act of 2009,”  the draft climate legislation sponsored by Chairman Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Energy and Environment Subcommittee Chairman Ed Markey (D-MA).   The draft bill proposes a new cap-and-trade program to reduce U.S. emissions of greenhouse gases, and it includes a section that would establish emission reductions goals for the transportation sector (Sec. 841, Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions Through Transportation Efficiency). 
The current draft bill does not assign any revenue from emissions allowance auctions or make any other funding decisions, but that could change soon.   The Energy and Environment Subcommittee is expected to hold its markup during the week of April 27.

APTA President Bill Millar sent a letter to Chairman Waxman asking that 10 percent of emission allowance revenue be dedicated to investment in public transportation and other emission-reducing transportation infrastructure.  A copy of the letter can be found here.  The APTA Intergovernmental Issues Subcommittee and APTA staff have also developed a set of “Discussion Principles” to highlight transit industry priorities under a cap-and-trade program.  To view the principles, click here. 

We urge you to immediately contact members of the committee that represent your agency, including Chairman Waxman and Subcommittee Chairman Markey.  When you talk to members of the committee, please ask the following:
· Urge the Committee to dedicate no less than 10 percent of allowance revenue created under a cap-and-trade program to investment in public transportation and transportation infrastructure that reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
· Explain that transportation is responsible for one-third of carbon dioxide emissions (CO2) and that current public transportation use already saves 4.2 billion gallons of fuel and prevents the emission of 37 million metric tonnes of CO2 annually. 
· Ask that revenue derived from transportation fuels under a cap-and-trade program be reinvested in transportation infrastructure. 
Request that climate change legislation provide assistance to public transportation to offset increases in the cost of fuel and electricity under a cap-and-trade program in order to prevent service reductions.  Transit systems are exempt federal motor fuels taxes, and this principle should be extended to climate change legislation. 
   

Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee 

(Only California Representatives listed here, in addition to Subcommittee Chairman Markey)
Democrats
Henry A. Waxman, CA, Chair
Edward J. Markey, MA
Anna G. Eshoo, CA
Lois Capps, CA
Jane Harman, CA
Doris O. Matsui, CA
Jerry McNerney, CA
Republicans
George Radanovich, CA
Mary Bono Mack, CA


Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have any questions.
April 27, 2009
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