[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.wmf]
Legislative Bulletin
California Transit Association Sponsored Bills

The California Transit Association is sponsoring two bills this legislative session:
AB 729 (Evans)  - Transit Design-build Contracts

This bill eliminates the sunset date for transit operators to enter into design-build contracts. The current authority is set to expire as of January 1, 2011. This proposal allows Association members to maintain a tool that may help expedite capital projects made available through allocations from Proposition 1B or the federal economic stimulus package.
AB 1072 (Eng)  - Proposition 1B Allocations for Transit
This bill codifies a formula initially established in SB 88 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review) [Chapter 181, Statutes of 2007] for allocating Proposition 1B funds appropriated from the Public Transit Modernization, Improvement, Service Enhancement Account (PTMISEA). The formula is based on all operators’ and regions’ shares of PTMISEA based on the average of the State Transit Assistance (STA) Program allocations from the 2004-05, 2005-06, and 2006-07 years.  This formula has been used to appropriate $600 million in 2007-08 and $350 million in 2008-09 and 2009-10.  The bill also contains an expenditure program mechanism, whereby agencies would be required, in the first year, to submit an expenditure plan for their share of the remaining funds available, in order to support advocacy for sufficient annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. Based on that data, we will then continue to support the necessary annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. 
This bill provides certainty to operators and allow for long-range planning and contracting by locking in the formula on all remaining funds in the PTMISEA program. The bill also contains an expenditure program mechanism, whereby agencies would be required, in the first year, to submit an expenditure plan for their share of the remaining funds available, in order to support advocacy for sufficient annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. Based on that data, we will then continue to support the necessary annual appropriations from the PTMISEA. The bill will be amended to allow for “banking” of funds and to provide a flexible mechanism to advance funding to eligible recipients.  
Legislative Committee Takes Positions on Other Bills
The Association’s Legislative Committee met yesterday and took a SUPPORT position on the following bills:
ACA 9 (Huffman) Reducing Local Ballot Measure Vote Thresholds
The most recent budget acts (2008-09 and 2009-10) make several deep cuts to education, health and human services and public transportation programs, among others. With the state shirking its responsibility on providing revenue for vitals programs and services, many Democrats have contemplated relaxing requirements for localities to generate their own revenue. As a result, Assembly Member Jared Huffman has introduced this measure to lower the vote threshold from 66% to 55% for local ballot measures in order to provide entities with a more realistic opportunity of addressing priorities within the local community.
AB 266 (Carter) Transportation Needs Assessment
This bill would require the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to, on an every-5-year basis, to develop an assessment of the unfunded costs of programmed state projects and federally earmarked projects in the state, as well as an assessment of available funding for transportation purposes and unmet transportation needs on a statewide basis.

AB 338 (Ma) Infrastructure Financing for Transit Village Developments

This bill would provide an optional financing mechanism to allow transit agencies greater incentives and opportunities to explore transit-oriented development (TOD) options with local governments. Furthermore, if a city or county wishes to pursue a TOD project with a local transit agency within an existing “transit village development district,” they may pursue an agreement setting forth the conditions by which bonds could be issued to develop and make improvements to a specific transit station.  When the bond proceeds for the TOD are paid off, the new tax revenue from the transit village district would go to the participating local governments.  If successful, this bill will help provide greater local environmental, planning and economic benefits.   
AB 652 (Skinner) Allow Three-Position Bike Racks on 40-Foot Buses

This bill revises exemptions to existing law, which imposes a 40-foot limitation on the length of vehicles that may be operated on the highways, to permit a folding device that extends not more than 40 inches from the front body of a bus or trolley when fully deployed and to permit the transportation of a bicycle with handlebars that extend not more than 46 inches from the front of the vehicle. This bill will help promote ridership by accommodating those that choose to spare the air and ride a bicycle. 
SCR 10 (Liu)  Rail Safety Month
This measure would designate the month of September 2009 as “Railroad Safety Month.”
California Transit Association Lobby Day – March 25, 2009

Be sure to register for Transit Lobby Day, coming up on March 25. This is your chance to inform Sacramento policymakers about the impact the recent devastating budget cuts will have on your agency’s ability to operate service in your community. 
Over the past few years, the state has cut public transportation by nearly $3 billion. In an era where reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and increased mobility has become stated priorities for the Governor and the Legislature, the recently passed budget ELIMINATES state funding for public transportation. More than ever, it is critical that the transit community make its voice heard on the importance of maintaining funding for operations and capital expenditures on the state level. It is vital that all members of the Association participate in this year's annual event.
We will be making appointments with all 120 legislators, and representatives of Governor Schwarzenegger. Please identify a broad-based team of transit supporters to bring from your agency and surrounding communities, in order to lobby these officials about the importance of public transit and supporting our efforts to protect transit revenues. Your team could possibly include some mix of your general manager, legislative affairs manager, governing board members, transit suppliers, activists from disabled and elderly groups, influential local business persons, environmental group representatives, and / or transit rider advocates.  To register for Lobby Day please visit our website.
Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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