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Legislative Bulletin
California Transit Association Lobby Day – March 25, 2009

Transit Lobby Day is your chance to inform Sacramento policymakers about the impact the recent devastating budget cuts will have on public transit's ability to operate service in communities statewide. Over the past few years, the state has cut public transportation by nearly $3 billion. In an era where reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and increased mobility has become stated priorities for the Governor and the Legislature, a proposal exists to ELIMINATE state funding for public transportation. More than ever, it is critical that the transit community make its voice heard on the importance of maintaining funding for operations and capital expenditures on the state level. It is vital that all members of the Association participate in this year's annual event.

We will be making appointments with all 120 legislators, and representatives of Governor Schwarzenegger. Please identify a broad-based team of transit supporters to bring from your agency and surrounding communities, in order to lobby these officials about the importance of public transit and supporting our efforts to protect transit revenues. Your team could possibly include some mix of your general manager, legislative affairs manager, governing board members, transit suppliers, activists from disabled and elderly groups, influential local business persons, environmental group representatives, and / or transit rider advocates.  To register for Lobby Day please visit our website.
First Meeting of the Regional Targets Advisory Committee (RTAC)

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is required to set regional greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets as mandated by SB 375 (Steinberg) [Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008]. In order to determine these regional targets, the CARB board appointed a Regional Targets Advisory Committee (RTAC) to provide recommendations on factors to be considered and methodologies to be used in the CARB target setting process. The committee must provide its recommendations in a report to ARB by September 30, 2009.  The committee includes representatives of metropolitan planning organizations, local transportation agencies, air districts, the League of California Cities, the California State Association of Counties, and other organizations involved with planning, the environment, environmental justice, and

affordable housing. The RTAC met for the first time on Tuesday, February 3 in Sacramento, and discussed the benefits and consequences of reducing GHG emissions through the reduction of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by passenger vehicles.  The benefits of transit for reducing VMT and GHG emissions were highlighted on several occasions. To view the RTAC member list please click here. To view the RTAC web page, including presentations from the February 3 meeting, please click here. The RTAC is scheduled to meet on a monthly basis.
California Air Resources Board (CARB) Launches Cap-and-Trade Page
As part of the implementation of The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 [AB 32, (Nunez) Chapter 488, Statutes of 2006], the AB 32 Scoping Plan identifies a cap-and-trade program as a strategy for California to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020, and ultimately achieving an 80% reduction from 1990 levels by 2050. A cap-and-trade system will mean that certain sectors in the state will have a limit (cap) on GHG emissions and will be able to trade permits (allowances) to emit GHGs within the cap. As part of the program, it is likely that a percentage of these allowances will be distributed by auction, meaning a new revenue source will be created. Therefore, we are seeking to place transit at the table as a possible recipient of these potential cap-and-trade auction revenues.
CARB is currently undergoing a process to design the California cap-and-trade program that is enforceable and meets the requirements of AB 32. Over the next several years, CARB will work with stakeholders to develop the cap-and-trade program and to consider any potential impacts on disproportionately impacted communities. The cap-and-trade regulation must be developed by January 1, 2011, and the program itself must begin in 2012. 

California is working with six other western states and four Canadian provinces through the Western Climate Initiative (WCI) to design a regional cap-and-trade program. The development schedule is being coordinated with the WCI timeline for development of a regional cap-and-trade program. CARB has dedicated a page on its website to cap-and-trade, where you can find information about the program as well as upcoming meetings. Please click here to see the cap-and-trade page. 
2009 Green California Summit and Expo – A Chance to Promote Transit

The annual Green California Summit and Exposition Conference will be held in Sacramento on March 16-18, 2009, and will be a chance for transit agencies to engage and educate thousands of conference attendees on the green benefits of transit.  Caltrans has asked the Association to partner with them in promoting transit as a ‘green’ solution. The conference is sponsored by Green Technology, a private, non-profit green advocacy agency, and will showcase greening accomplishments by local, state, and federal government partners.  To visit the conference website, please click here. If you are interested in participating, contact Jake Smith, Senior Transportation Planner with Caltrans, at 916-653-1305 or by email at Jake_Smith@dot.ca.gov. 
Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
February 10, 2009


		








www.caltransit.org // p. 916.446.4656 // f. 916-446-4318 

