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Funding Update



STATUS REPORT and ACTION ALERT
Legislature Fails to Act on Budget Deficit – Transit Maintained
Today each House of the legislature convened a Floor session, under the Special Session called for by the governor to address the growing 2008-09 General Fund deficit. After many speeches were made by Senators and Assembly Members, and after many votes were cast for various packages of revenue increases and program cuts, each House adjourned for the evening without sending any measures to the governor.

While that means this class of the legislature – first elected to serve out the 2007-08 term that ends November 30th – is unlikely to meet again, and therefore transit funding is so far preserved in the 2008-09 year, the news is not all good. Specifically, in the packages of program cuts taken up on each Floor, the proposal was to reduce the State Transit Assistance (STA) program to $150 million annually, on an ongoing basis, from $306 million this year. 

While these proposals failed passage, the bad news is that the legislative leaders put up budget amendments containing such a huge transit funding cut.
Transit Funding Still In Peril! Act NOW!

We now expect the governor to call the new class of the legislature – elected this past November 4th to serve during the 2009-10 term – into its own Special Session, starting as early as the first day they come to Sacramento for organizing purposes: December 1st.

That’s why you still need to lobby your delegation, including newly-elected legislators, to preserve 2008-09 STA program funding and to say “No!” to cutting the program forever.
Please click here to view the Association’s letter to legislators, for purposes of helping craft your own personal letter to your delegation.  We encourage you to describe in detail the impact to ridership and transit service of these pending funding cuts. 
Please contact Legislative Advocate Gus Khouri (Gus@CalTransit.org) or Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means (Sabrina@CalTransit.org) or call 916-446-4656 if you have any questions. 
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