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Legislative Bulletin
**REGULATORY ACTION ALERT**
Air Resources Board Hears Public Testimony on Scoping Plan Nov. 20

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) recently released its Proposed Scoping Plan, which, as mandated by AB 32 (Nuñez) [Chapter 488, Statutes of 2006], contains the main strategies California will use to reduce the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that cause climate change. The CARB Board will hear public testimony on the Scoping Plan at its upcoming board hearing on November 20th. The Proposed Scoping Plan will be considered for adoption at the December 11th CARB Board hearing. 
We encourage you to meet with your CARB Board member to ask for support in including transit and transit funding in the Scoping Plan implementation. Please click here to view the CARB Board members.
The Association’s Executive Committee recently approved four overarching policy goals on climate change, as developed by the Association’s Global Warming Task Force. These goals state that:

1. Transit must be at the table as these new laws are developed and implemented.

2. In pursuing its goals for clean air, global warming, greenhouse gas emissions reduction, and a stronger connection between transportation & land-use planning, the Association acknowledges the State will pursue many strategies with regard to the Transportation Sector, such as cleaning the vehicle fleet and lowering the carbon content of fuel; these strategies must also include enactment of laws and regulations  acknowledging the vital role enhanced public transportation service can and should play in meeting these goals, including through mode shifting from auto trips and reduction of vehicle miles traveled.

3. The CARB should advocate for stabilization of current transit funding sources, and any new laws or regulations implementing the State’s goals in these policy areas calling for enhanced public transportation service must include appropriate stable and long-term funding sources adequate to support the required transit service.

4. The Association opposes the imposition of unfunded mandates on transit, and supports enactment of the proposed cap-and-trade program, and/or other market-based programs, to limit emissions, and urges the CARB to dedicate an appropriate level of revenue from such programs to strategies that enhance public transit.

Talking Points to Assist in Meeting with your CARB Representative:
· The Scoping Plan should acknowledge transit’s important role in achieving the State’s clean air goals.
· Investing in public transit is an important strategy for reducing both GHG emissions as well as vehicle miles traveled (VMT), as transit provides commuters and other community members an alternative to traveling by private automobile, which results in fewer cars on the road.
· Many of the transportation demand management strategies under consideration in the Draft Scoping Plan will shift travelers on to alternative modes of transportation, including transit.  This increased demand for transit will have an impact on transit's operating costs and capital projects. To reduce transportation sector emissions, transit is going to have to sustain and expand service, enhance capacity and increase coverage to provide the public with more transportation choices.
· As a result, it will be necessary to secure existing funding sources, and expand sources of funding for new transit services.   
· The Scoping Plan should prioritize transit as an eligible recipient of revenues from any market mechanism implemented under AB 32, including a cap-and-trade program.
· Investing in transit now will prepare California for its 2020 emissions reductions goals, as well as its 2050 emissions reductions goals, and will guarantee better air quality for future generations.
Please contact Legislative and Regulatory Assistant Sabrina Means at sabrina@caltransit.org if you have any questions. 
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